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1. Claims 1-48 are present for consideration. 

2. Since a patent may only be granted on an invention (each in the singular) restriction to 
one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S. C. 121 (see 37 CFR 1.141): 

Group I. Claims 1 2 3 10 11 and 12 drawn to a content providing device comprising, 
content storing and providing means for securing the exclusive storage area for each 
individual from which plural kinds of contents stored there are retrieved to be provided 
over a network responding to a demand of a client a providing schedule database storing 
a providing schedule set up to provide said plurality of contents in each given time 
schedule frame one by one and control means for recognizing said time schedule frame of 
said providing schedule based on the time when said client makes said demand from said 
content storing and providing means over said network; OR, stated another way a content 
providing system comprising, a client demanding the providing of a content over a 
network, and a content providing device to provide said content over said network 
responding to a demand from said client wherein said content providing device 
comprising, content storing and providing means for securing the exclusive storage area 
for each individual from which plural kinds of contents stored there are retrieved to be 
provided over a network responding to a demand of a client, a providing schedule 
database storing a providing schedule set up to provide said plurality of contents in each 
given time schedule frame one by one, and control means for recognizing said time 
schedule frame of said providing schedule based on the time when said client makes said 
demand from said content storing and providing means over said network. 
Classified in Class 707 subclass 1 . 

Group II. Claims 4 5 6 7 8 and 9 drawn to a content providing method comprising the 
steps of, securing the exclusive storage area from which a plurality of contents stored 
there are retrieved and recognizing the time when a client makes a demand for said 
contents from content storing and providing means over said network, judging the kind of 
a content to be provided in a time schedule frame meeting said time demanded based on a 
providing schedule set up to provide said plural kinds of contents in a given time 
schedule frame one by one, and providing said content of the kind judged at said step of 
judging the kind of a content to said client through said content storing and providing 
means over said network; OR, stated another way a program storage medium by which 
to let a content providing device perform a program comprising the steps of, securing the 
exclusive storage area from which a plurality of contents stored there are retrieved and 
recognizing the time when a client makes a demand for said contents from content storing 
and providing means over said network, judging the kind of a content to be provided in a 
time schedule frame meeting said time demanded based on a providing schedule set up to 
provide said plural kinds of contents in a given time schedule frame one by one, and 
providing said content of the kind judged at said step of judging the kind of a content to 
said client through said content storing and providing means over said network. 
Classified in Class 718 subclass 104. 
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Group III. Claims 13 14 15 16 17 28 29 30 31 and 32 drawn to a content providing 
device comprising, content storing and providing means for storing a content supplied 
from a first information processing device in the exclusive storage area placed for the 
public and for providing said content to a second information processing device over a 
network after reading said content from said exclusive storage area responding to a 
demand from said second information processing device, and control means for 
performing a control in a way that a plurality of the first information processing devices 
share said exclusive storage area placed in said content storing and providing means for 
the public; OR, stated another way a content providing system comprising, a first 
information processing device to supply contents, a second information processing device 
which makes a demand for said contents and which receives a supply of said contents 
matching said demand, and a content providing device for storing said contents supplied 
from said first information processing device and for providing said contents to said 
second information processing device over a network after reading said contents 
responding to said demand from said second information processing device, wherein said 
content providing device comprising, content storing and providing means for storing 
said contents supplied from said first information processing devices in the exclusive 
storage area placed for the public and for providing said contents to said second 
information processing device over said network after reading said contents from said 
exclusive storage area responding to a demand from said second information processing 
device, and control means for performing a control in a way that said plurality of first 
information processing devices share said exclusive storage area placed in said content 
storing and providing means for the public. 
Classified in Class 709 subclass 203. 

Group IV. Claims 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 and 27 drawn to a content providing 
method comprising the steps of, storing contents supplied from a first information 
processing device in the exclusive storage area placed for the public and performing a 
control in such a way that said plurality of first information processing devices share said 
exclusive storage area in content storing and providing means to be provided to said 
second information processing device through a network after reading said contents from 
said storage area responding to a demand from the second information processing device, 
and providing said contents supplied from said plurality of first information processing 
devices through said exclusive storage area to said second information processing device 
over said network following the control content performed in said step of performing a 
control; OR, stated another way a program storage medium with which to let a content 
providing device execute a program comprising the steps of, storing contents supplied 
from a first information processing device in the exclusive storage area placed for the 
public and performing a control in such a way that said plurality of first information 
processing devices share said exclusive storage area in content storing and providing 
means to be provided to said second information processing device through a network 
after reading said contents from said storage area responding to a demand from the 
second information processing device, and providing said contents supplied from said 
plurality of first information processing devices through said exclusive storage area to 
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said second information processing device over said network following the control 
content performed in said step of performing a control. 
Classified in Class 717 subclass 178. 

Group V. Claims 33 34 35 36 45 46 47 and 48 drawn to a content providing device 
comprising, content storing and providing means for once storing contents supplied from 
an information processing device in the exclusive storage area secured for an individual 
person and for providing said contents to a client over a network after retrieving them 
responding to a demand from said client, providing schedule setup means for receiving 
providing schedule time data indicating the providing schedule time for said contents 
over said network and for setting up a providing schedule for said contents based on the 
said providing schedule time data, and control means for setting up the upper limitation 
of the number of said contents to be provided at one time and for notifying said 
information processing device over said network that a reservation is impossible at said 
providing schedule time when it is detected that the number of said contents to be 
provided at one time at said given providing schedule time based on said providing 
schedule reaches said upper limitation value; OR, stated another way a content providing 
system comprising, an information processing device that supplies contents and 
providing schedule time data indicating a providing schedule time of said contents, and a 
content providing device that stores said contents supplied from said information 
processing device and that provides said contents to clients over said network at said 
providing schedule time suitable for said providing schedule time data, wherein said 
content providing device comprising, content storing and providing means for once 
storing contents supplied from an information processing device in the exclusive storage 
area secured for an individual person and for providing said contents to a client over a 
network after retrieving it responding to a demand from said client, providing schedule 
setup means for receiving providing schedule time data indicating the providing schedule 
time for said contents over said network and for setting up a providing schedule for said 
contents based on the said providing schedule time data, and control means for setting up 
the upper limitation of the number of said contents to be provided at one time and for 
notifying said information processing device over said network that a reservation is 
impossible at said providing schedule time when it is detected that the number of said 
contents to be provided at one time at said given providing schedule time based on said 
providing schedule reaches said upper limitation value. 
Classified in Class 345 subclass 733 

Group VI. Claims 37 38 39 40 41 42 43 and 44 drawn to a content reservation control 
method comprising the steps of, receiving providing schedule time data indicating the 
providing schedule time of said contents supplied by the content storing and providing 
means for once storing contents supplied from an information processing device in the 
exclusive storage area secured for an individual person and providing said contents to 
clients over a network after retrieving them responding to a demand from said client, 
setting up the providing schedule of said contents based on said providing schedule time 
data received at said step of receiving providing schedule time data, setting up the upper 
limitation of the number of said contents to be provided at one time and detecting the fact 
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that said number of said contents to be provided at one time at said given providing 
schedule time based on said providing schedule set up by said providing schedule setup 
means reaches the upper limitation value, and notifying said information processing 
device of the unavailability of a reservation at said providing schedule time over said 
network when the upper limitation value reached is detected at said step of detecting; OR, 
stated another way a program storage medium with which to let a content providing 
device perform a program comprising the steps of, receiving providing schedule time 
data indicating the providing schedule time of said contents supplied by the content 
storing and providing means for once storing contents supplied from an information 
processing device in the exclusive storage area secured for an individual person and 
providing said contents to a client over a network after retrieving them responding to a 
demand from said client, setting up the providing schedule of said contents based on said 
providing schedule time data received at said step of receiving providing schedule time 
data, setting up the upper limitation of the number of said contents to be provided at one 
time and detecting the fact that said number of said contents to be provided at one time at 
said given providing schedule time based on said providing schedule set up by said 
providing schedule setup means reaches the upper limitation value, and notifying said 
information processing device of the unavailability of a reservation at said providing 
schedule time over said network when the upper limitation value reached is detected at 
said step of detecting. 
Classified in Class 715 subclass 500.1. 



For brevity, the following paragraphs are in the format: 

Inventions X and Y are related as subcombinations disclosed as useable together in a 
single combination. The subcombinations are distinct from each other if they are shown 
to be separately useable. In this instant case invention of Group X has separate utility 
such as in a [copied claims of Group X] not used in a [copied claims of Group Y] as 
claimed in Group Y. 

However, to be complete, the full substitutions are now provided: 

3. Inventions I and II are related as subcombinations disclosed as useable together in a 
single combination. The subcombinations are distinct from each other if they are shown 
to be separately useable. In this instant case invention of Group I has separate utility 
such as in a content providing device comprising, content storing and providing means 
for securing the exclusive storage area for each individual from which plural kinds of 
contents stored there are retrieved to be provided over a network responding to a demand 
of a client, a providing schedule database storing a providing schedule set up to provide 
said plurality of contents in each given time schedule frame one by one, and control 
means for recognizing said time schedule frame of said providing schedule based on the 
time when said client makes said demand from said content storing and providing means 
over said network; OR stated another way a content providing system comprising, a 
client demanding the providing of a content over a network, and a content providing 
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device to provide said content over said network responding to a demand from said client 
wherein said content providing device comprising, content storing and providing means 
for securing the exclusive storage area for each individual from which plural kinds of 
contents stored there are retrieved to be provided over a network responding to a demand 
of a client, a providing schedule database storing a providing schedule set up to provide 
said plurality of contents in each given time schedule frame one by one, and control 
means for recognizing said time schedule frame of said providing schedule based on the 
time when said client makes said demand from said content storing and providing means 
over said network not used in to a content providing method comprising the steps of, 
securing the exclusive storage area from which a plurality of contents stored there are 
retrieved and recognizing the time when a client makes a demand for said contents from 
content storing and providing means over said network, judging the kind of a content to 
be provided in a time schedule frame meeting said time demanded based on a providing 
schedule set up to provide said plural kinds of contents in a given time schedule frame 
one by one, and providing said content of the kind judged at said step of judging the kind 
of a content to said client through said content storing and providing means over said 
network; OR, stated another way a program storage medium by which to let a content 
providing device perform a program comprising the steps of, securing the exclusive 
storage area from which a plurality of contents stored there are retrieved and recognizing 
the time when a client makes a demand for said contents from content storing and 
providing means over said network, judging the kind of a content to be provided in a time 
schedule frame meeting said time demanded based on a providing schedule set up to 
provide said plural kinds of contents in a given time schedule frame one by one, and 
providing said content of the kind judged at said step of judging the kind of a content to 
said client through said content storing and providing means over said network as 
claimed in Group II. 

4. Inventions I and III are related as subcombinations disclosed as useable together in a 
single combination. The subcombinations are distinct from each other if they are shown 
to be separately useable. In this instant case invention of Group I has separate utility 
such as in a content providing device comprising, content storing and providing means 
for securing the exclusive storage area for each individual from which plural kinds of 
contents stored there are retrieved to be provided over a network responding to a demand 
of a client, a providing schedule database storing a providing schedule set up to provide 
said plurality of contents in each given time schedule frame one by one, and control 
means for recognizing said time schedule frame of said providing schedule based on the 
time when said client makes said demand from said content storing and providing means 
over said network; OR stated another way a content providing system comprising, a 
client demanding the providing of a content over a network, and a content providing 
device to provide said content over said network responding to a demand from said client 
wherein said content providing device comprising, content storing and providing means 
for securing the exclusive storage area for each individual from which plural kinds of 
contents stored there are retrieved to be provided over a network responding to a demand 
of a client, a providing schedule database storing a providing schedule set up to provide 
said plurality of contents in each given time schedule frame one by one, and control 
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means for recognizing said time schedule frame of said providing schedule based on the 
time when said client makes said demand from said content storing and providing means 
over said network not used in a content providing device comprising, content storing and 
providing means for storing a content supplied from a first information processing device 
in the exclusive storage area placed for the public and for providing said content to a 
second information processing device over a network after reading said content from said 
exclusive storage area responding to a demand from said second information processing 
device, and control means for performing a control in a way that a plurality of the first 
information processing devices share said exclusive storage area placed in said content 
storing and providing means for the public; OR, stated another way a content providing 
system comprising, a first information processing device to supply contents, a second 
information processing device which makes a demand for said contents and which 
receives a supply of said contents matching said demand, and a content providing device 
for storing said contents supplied from said first information processing device and for 
providing said contents to said second information processing device over a network after 
reading said contents responding to said demand from said second information 
processing device, wherein said content providing device comprising, content storing and 
providing means for storing said contents supplied from said first information processing 
devices in the exclusive storage area placed for the public and for providing said contents 
to said second information processing device over said network after reading said 
contents from said exclusive storage area responding to a demand from said second 
information processing device, and control means for performing a control in a way that 
said plurality of first information processing devices share said exclusive storage area 
placed in said content storing and providing means for the public not claimed in Group 
III. 

5. Inventions I and IV are related as subcombinations disclosed as useable together in a 
single combination. The subcombinations are distinct from each other if they are shown 
to be separately useable. In this instant case invention of Group I has separate utility 
such as in a content providing device comprising, content storing and providing means 
for securing the exclusive storage area for each individual from which plural kinds of 
contents stored there are retrieved to be provided over a network responding to a demand 
of a client, a providing schedule database storing a providing schedule set up to provide 
said plurality of contents in each given time schedule frame one by one, and control 
means for recognizing said time schedule frame of said providing schedule based on the 
time when said client makes said demand from said content storing and providing means 
over said network; OR stated another way a content providing system comprising, a 
client demanding the providing of a content over a network, and a content providing 
device to provide said content over said network responding to a demand from said client 
wherein said content providing device comprising, content storing and providing means 
for securing the exclusive storage area for each individual from which plural kinds of 
contents stored there are retrieved to be provided over a network responding to a demand 
of a client, a providing schedule database storing a providing schedule set up to provide 
said plurality of contents in each given time schedule frame one by one, and control 
means for recognizing said time schedule frame of said providing schedule based on the 
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time when said client makes said demand from said content storing and providing means 
over said network not used in a content providing method comprising the steps of, storing 
contents supplied from a first information processing device in the exclusive storage area 
placed for the public and performing a control in such a way that said plurality of first 
information processing devices share said exclusive storage area in content storing and 
providing means to be provided to said second information processing device through a 
network after reading said contents from said storage area responding to a demand from 
the second information processing device, and providing said contents supplied from said 
plurality of first information processing devices through said exclusive storage area to 
said second information processing device over said network following the control 
content performed in said step of performing a control; OR, stated another way a program 
storage medium with which to let a content providing device execute a program 
comprising the steps of, storing contents supplied from a first information processing 
device in the exclusive storage area placed for the public and performing a control in 
such a way that said plurality of first information processing devices share said exclusive 
storage area in content storing and providing means to be provided to said second 
information processing device through a network after reading said contents from said 
storage area responding to a demand from the second information processing device, and 
providing said contents supplied from said plurality of first information processing 
devices through said exclusive storage area to said second information processing device 
over said network following the control content performed in said step of performing a 
control as claimed in Group IV. 

6. Inventions I and V are related as subcombinations disclosed as useable together in a 
single combination. The subcombinations are distinct from each other if they are shown 
to be separately useable. In this instant case invention of Group I has separate utility 
such as in a content providing device comprising, content storing and providing means 
for securing the exclusive storage area for each individual from which plural kinds of 
contents stored there are retrieved to be provided over a network responding to a demand 
of a client, a providing schedule database storing a providing schedule set up to provide 
said plurality of contents in each given time schedule frame one by one, and control 
means for recognizing said time schedule frame of said providing schedule based on the 
time when said client makes said demand from said content storing and providing means 
over said network; OR stated another way a content providing system comprising, a 
client demanding the providing of a content over a network, and a content providing 
device to provide said content over said network responding to a demand from said client 
wherein said content providing device comprising, content storing and providing means 
for securing the exclusive storage area for each individual from which plural kinds of 
contents stored there are retrieved to be provided over a network responding to a demand 
of a client, a providing schedule database storing a providing schedule set up to provide 
said plurality of contents in each given time schedule frame one by one, and control 
means for recognizing said time schedule frame of said providing schedule based on the 
time when said client makes said demand from said content storing and providing means 
over said network not used in a content providing device comprising, content storing and 
providing means for once storing contents supplied from an information processing 
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device in the exclusive storage area secured for an individual person and for providing 
said contents to a client over a network after retrieving them responding to a demand 
from said client, providing schedule setup means for receiving providing schedule time 
data indicating the providing schedule time for said contents over said network and for 
setting up a providing schedule for said contents based on the said providing schedule 
time data, and control means for setting up the upper limitation of the number of said 
contents to be provided at one time and for notifying said information processing device 
over said network that a reservation is impossible at said providing schedule time when it 
is detected that the number of said contents to be provided at one time at said given 
providing schedule time based on said providing schedule reaches said upper limitation 
value; OR, stated another way a content providing system comprising, an information 
processing device that supplies contents and providing schedule time data indicating a 
providing schedule time of said contents, and a content providing device that stores said 
contents supplied from said information processing device and that provides said contents 
to clients over said network at said providing schedule time suitable for said providing 
schedule time data, wherein said content providing device comprising, content storing 
and providing means for once storing contents supplied from an information processing 
device in the exclusive storage area secured for an individual person and for providing 
said contents to a client over a network after retrieving it responding to a demand from 
said client, providing schedule setup means for receiving providing schedule time data 
indicating the providing schedule time for said contents over said network and for setting 
up a providing schedule for said contents based on the said providing schedule time data, 
and control means for setting up the upper limitation of the number of said contents to be 
provided at one time and for notifying said information processing device over said 
network that a reservation is impossible at said providing schedule time when it is 
detected that the number of said contents to be provided at one time at said given 
providing schedule time based on said providing schedule reaches said upper limitation 
value as claimed in Group V. 

7. Inventions I and VI are related as subcombinations disclosed as useable together in a 
single combination. The subcombinations are distinct from each other if they are shown 
to be separately useable. In this instant case invention of Group I has separate utility 
such as in a content providing device comprising, content storing and providing means 
for securing the exclusive storage area for each individual from which plural kinds of 
contents stored there are retrieved to be provided over a network responding to a demand 
of a client, a providing schedule database storing a providing schedule set up to provide 
said plurality of contents in each given time schedule frame one by one, and control 
means for recognizing said time schedule frame of said providing schedule based on the 
time when said client makes said demand from said content storing and providing means 
over said network; OR stated another way a content providing system comprising, a 
client demanding the providing of a content over a network, and a content providing 
device to provide said content over said network responding to a demand from said client 
wherein said content providing device comprising, content storing and providing means 
for securing the exclusive storage area for each individual from which plural kinds of 
contents stored there are retrieved to be provided over a network responding to a demand 
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of a client, a providing schedule database storing a providing schedule set up to provide 
said plurality of contents in each given time schedule frame one by one, and control 
means for recognizing said time schedule frame of said providing schedule based on the 
time when said client makes said demand from said content storing and providing means 
over said network not used in a content reservation control method comprising the steps 
of, receiving providing schedule time data indicating the providing schedule time of said 
contents supplied by the content storing and providing means for once storing contents 
supplied from an information processing device in the exclusive storage area secured for 
an individual person and providing said contents to clients over a network after retrieving 
them responding to a demand from said client, setting up the providing schedule of said 
contents based on said providing schedule time data received at said step of receiving 
providing schedule time data, setting up the upper limitation of the number of said 
contents to be provided at one time and detecting the fact that said number of said 
contents to be provided at one time at said given providing schedule time based on said 
providing schedule set up by said providing schedule setup means reaches the upper 
limitation value, and notifying said information processing device of the unavailability of 
a reservation at said providing schedule time over said network when the upper limitation 
value reached is detected at said step of detecting; OR, stated another way a program 
storage medium with which to let a content providing device perform a program 
comprising the steps of, receiving providing schedule time data indicating the providing 
schedule time of said contents supplied by the content storing and providing means for 
once storing contents supplied from an information processing device in the exclusive 
storage area secured for an individual person and providing said contents to a client over 
a network after retrieving them responding to a demand from said client, setting up the 
providing schedule of said contents based on said providing schedule time data received 
at said step of receiving providing schedule time data, setting up the upper limitation of 
the number of said contents to be provided at one time and detecting the fact that said 
number of said contents to be provided at one time at said given providing schedule time 
based on said providing schedule set up by said providing schedule setup means reaches 
the upper limitation value, and notifying said information processing device of the 
unavailability of a reservation at said providing schedule time over said network when 
the upper limitation value reached is detected at said step of detecting as claimed in 
Group VI. 

8. Inventions II and I are related as subcombinations disclosed as useable together in a 
single combination. The subcombinations are distinct from each other if they are shown 
to be separately useable. In this instant case invention of Group II has separate utility 
such as in to a content providing method comprising the steps of, securing the exclusive 
storage area from which a plurality of contents stored there are retrieved and recognizing 
the time when a client makes a demand for said contents from content storing and 
providing means over said network, judging the kind of a content to be provided in a time 
schedule frame meeting said time demanded based on a providing schedule set up to 
provide said plural kinds of contents in a given time schedule frame one by one, and 
providing said content of the kind judged at said step of judging the kind of a content to 
said client through said content storing and providing means over said network; OR, 
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stated another way a program storage medium by which to let a content providing device 
perform a program comprising the steps of, securing the exclusive storage area from 
which a plurality of contents stored there are retrieved and recognizing the time when a 
client makes a demand for said contents from content storing and providing means over 
said network, judging the kind of a content to be provided in a time schedule frame 
meeting said time demanded based on a providing schedule set up to provide said plural 
kinds of contents in a given time schedule frame one by one, and providing said content 
of the kind judged at said step of judging the kind of a content to said client through said 
content storing and providing means over said network not used in a content providing 
device comprising, content storing and providing means for securing the exclusive 
storage area for each individual from which plural kinds of contents stored there are 
retrieved to be provided over a network responding to a demand of a client, a providing 
schedule database storing a providing schedule set up to provide said plurality of contents 
in each given time schedule frame one by one, and control means for recognizing said 
time schedule frame of said providing schedule based on the time when said client makes 
said demand from said content storing and providing means over said network; OR stated 
another way a content providing system comprising, a client demanding the providing of 
a content over a network, and a content providing device to provide said content over said 
network responding to a demand from said client wherein said content providing device 
comprising, content storing and providing means for securing the exclusive storage area 
for each individual from which plural kinds of contents stored there are retrieved to be 
provided over a network responding to a demand of a client, a providing schedule 
database storing a providing schedule set up to provide said plurality of contents in each 
given time schedule frame one by one, and control means for recognizing said time 
schedule frame of said providing schedule based on the time when said client makes said 
demand from said content storing and providing means over said network as claimed in 
Group L 

9. Inventions II and III are related as subcombinations disclosed as useable together in a 
single combination. The subcombinations are distinct from each other if they are shown 
to be separately useable. In this instant case invention of Group II has separate utility 
such as in to a content providing method comprising the steps of, securing the exclusive 
storage area from which a plurality of contents stored there are retrieved and recognizing 
the time when a client makes a demand for said contents from content storing and 
providing means over said network, judging the kind of a content to be provided in a time 
schedule frame meeting said time demanded based on a providing schedule set up to 
provide said plural kinds of contents in a given time schedule frame one by one, and 
providing said content of the kind judged at said step of judging the kind of a content to 
said client through said content storing and providing means over said network; OR, 
stated another way a program storage medium by which to let a content providing device 
perform a program comprising the steps of, securing the exclusive storage area from 
which a plurality of contents stored there are retrieved and recognizing the time when a 
client makes a demand for said contents from content storing and providing means over 
said network, judging the kind of a content to be provided in a time schedule frame 
meeting said time demanded based on a providing schedule set up to provide said plural 
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kinds of contents in a given time schedule frame one by one, and providing said content 
of the kind judged at said step of judging the kind of a content to said client through said 
content storing and providing means over said network not used in a content providing 
device comprising, content storing and providing means for storing a content supplied 
from a first information processing device in the exclusive storage area placed for the 
public and for providing said content to a second information processing device over a 
network after reading said content from said exclusive storage area responding to a 
demand from said second information processing device, and control means for 
performing a control in a way that a plurality of the first information processing devices 
share said exclusive storage area placed in said content storing and providing means for 
the public; OR, stated another way a content providing system comprising, a first 
information processing device to supply contents, a second information processing device 
which makes a demand for said contents and which receives a supply of said contents 
matching said demand, and a content providing device for storing said contents supplied 
from said first information processing device and for providing said contents to said 
second information processing device over a network after reading said contents 
responding to said demand from said second information processing device, wherein said 
content providing device comprising, content storing and providing means for storing 
said contents supplied from said first information processing devices in the exclusive 
storage area placed for the public and for providing said contents to said second 
information processing device over said network after reading said contents from said 
exclusive storage area responding to a demand from said second information processing 
device, and control means for performing a control in a way that said plurality of first 
information processing devices share said exclusive storage area placed in said content 
storing and providing means for the public not claimed in Group III. 

10. Inventions II and IV are related as subcombinations disclosed as useable together in a 
single combination. The subcombinations are distinct from each other if they are shown 
to be separately useable. In this instant case invention of Group II has separate utility 
such as in to a content providing method comprising the steps of, securing the exclusive 
storage area from which a plurality of contents stored there are retrieved and recognizing 
the time when a client makes a demand for said contents from content storing and 
providing means over said network, judging the kind of a content to be provided in a time 
schedule frame meeting said time demanded based on a providing schedule set up to 
provide said plural kinds of contents in a given time schedule frame one by one, and 
providing said content of the kind judged at said step of judging the kind of a content to 
said client through said content storing and providing means over said network; OR, 
stated another way a program storage medium by which to let a content providing device 
perform a program comprising the steps of, securing the exclusive storage area from 
which a plurality of contents stored there are retrieved and recognizing the time when a 
client makes a demand for said contents from content storing and providing means over 
said network, judging the kind of a content to be provided in a time schedule frame 
meeting said time demanded based on a providing schedule set up to provide said plural 
kinds of contents in a given time schedule frame one by one, and providing said content 
of the kind judged at said step of judging the kind of a content to said client through said 
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content storing and providing means over said network not used in a content providing 
method comprising the steps of, storing contents supplied from a first information 
processing device in the exclusive storage area placed for the public and performing a 
control in such a way that said plurality of first information processing devices share said 
exclusive storage area in content storing and providing means to be provided to said 
second information processing device through a network after reading said contents from 
said storage area responding to a demand from the second information processing device, 
and providing said contents supplied from said plurality of first information processing 
devices through said exclusive storage area to said second information processing device 
over said network following the control content performed in said step of performing a 
control; OR, stated another way a program storage medium with which to let a content 
providing device execute a program comprising the steps of, storing contents supplied 
from a first information processing device in the exclusive storage area placed for the 
public and performing a control in such a way that said plurality of first information 
processing devices share said exclusive storage area in content storing and providing 
means to be provided to said second information processing device through a network 
after reading said contents from said storage area responding to a demand from the 
second information processing device, and providing said contents supplied from said 
plurality of first information processing devices through said exclusive storage area to 
said second information processing device over said network following the control 
content performed in said step of performing a control as claimed in Group IV. 

1 1 . Inventions II and V are related as subcombinations disclosed as useable together in a 
single combination. The subcombinations are distinct from each other if they are shown 
to be separately useable. In this instant case invention of Group II has separate utility 
such as in to a content providing method comprising the steps of, securing the exclusive 
storage area from which a plurality of contents stored there are retrieved and recognizing 
the time when a client makes a demand for said contents from content storing and 
providing means over said network, judging the kind of a content to be provided in a time 
schedule frame meeting said time demanded based on a providing schedule set up to 
provide said plural kinds of contents in a given time schedule frame one by one, and 
providing said content of the kind judged at said step of judging the kind of a content to 
said client through said content storing and providing means over said network; OR, 
stated another way a program storage medium by which to let a content providing device 
perform a program comprising the steps of, securing the exclusive storage area from 
which a plurality of contents stored there are retrieved and recognizing the time when a 
client makes a demand for said contents from content storing and providing means over 
said network, judging the kind of a content to be provided in a time schedule frame 
meeting said time demanded based on a providing schedule set up to provide said plural 
kinds of contents in a given time schedule frame one by one, and providing said content 
of the kind judged at said step of judging the kind of a content to said client through said 
content storing and providing means over said network not used in a content providing 
device comprising, content storing and providing means for once storing contents 
supplied from an information processing device in the exclusive storage area secured for 
an individual person and for providing said contents to a client over a network after 
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retrieving them responding to a demand from said client, providing schedule setup means 
for receiving providing schedule time data indicating the providing schedule time for said 
contents over said network and for setting up a providing schedule for said contents based 
on the said providing schedule time data, and control means for setting up the upper 
limitation of the number of said contents to be provided at one time and for notifying said 
information processing device over said network that a reservation is impossible at said 
providing schedule time when it is detected that the number of said contents to be 
provided at one time at said given providing schedule time based on said providing 
schedule reaches said upper limitation value; OR, stated another way a content providing 
system comprising, an information processing device that supplies contents and 
providing schedule time data indicating a providing schedule time of said contents, and a 
content providing device that stores said contents supplied from said information 
processing device and that provides said contents to clients over said network at said 
providing schedule time suitable for said providing schedule time data, wherein said 
content providing device comprising, content storing and providing means for once 
storing contents supplied from an information processing device in the exclusive storage 
area secured for an individual person and for providing said contents to a client over a 
network after retrieving it responding to a demand from said client, providing schedule 
setup means for receiving providing schedule time data indicating the providing schedule 
time for said contents over said network and for setting up a providing schedule for said 
contents based on the said providing schedule time data, and control means for setting up 
the upper limitation of the number of said contents to be provided at one time and for 
notifying said information processing device over said network that a reservation is 
impossible at said providing schedule time when it is detected that the number of said 
contents to be provided at one time at said given providing schedule time based on said 
providing schedule reaches said upper limitation value as claimed in Group V. 

12. Inventions II and VI are related as subcombinations disclosed as useable together in a 
single combination. The subcombinations are distinct from each other if they are shown 
to be separately useable. In this instant case invention of Group II has separate utility 
such as in to a content providing method comprising the steps of, securing the exclusive 
storage area from which a plurality of contents stored there are retrieved and recognizing 
the time when a client makes a demand for said contents from content storing and 
providing means over said network, judging the kind of a content to be provided in a time 
schedule frame meeting said time demanded based on a providing schedule set up to 
provide said plural kinds of contents in a given time schedule frame one by one, and 
providing said content of the kind judged at said step of judging the kind of a content to 
said client through said content storing and providing means over said network; OR, 
stated another way a program storage medium by which to let a content providing device 
perform a program comprising the steps of, securing the exclusive storage area from 
which a plurality of contents stored there are retrieved and recognizing the time when a 
client makes a demand for said contents from content storing and providing means over 
said network, judging the kind of a content to be provided in a time schedule frame 
meeting said time demanded based on a providing schedule set up to provide said plural 
kinds of contents in a given time schedule frame one by one, and providing said content 
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of the kind judged at said step of judging the kind of a content to said client through said 
content storing and providing means over said network not used in a content reservation 
control method comprising the steps of, receiving providing schedule time data indicating 
the providing schedule time of said contents supplied by the content storing and 
providing means for once storing contents supplied from an information processing 
device in the exclusive storage area secured for an individual person and providing said 
contents to clients over a network after retrieving them responding to a demand from said 
client, setting up the providing schedule of said contents based on said providing 
schedule time data received at said step of receiving providing schedule time data, setting 
up the upper limitation of the number of said contents to be provided at one time and 
detecting the fact that said number of said contents to be provided at one time at said 
given providing schedule time based on said providing schedule set up by said providing 
schedule setup means reaches the upper limitation value, and notifying said information 
processing device of the unavailability of a reservation at said providing schedule time 
over said network when the upper limitation value reached is detected at said step of 
detecting; OR, stated another way a program storage medium with which to let a content 
providing device perform a program comprising the steps of, receiving providing 
schedule time data indicating the providing schedule time of said contents supplied by the 
content storing and providing means for once storing contents supplied from an 
information processing device in the exclusive storage area secured for an individual 
person and providing said contents to a client over a network after retrieving them 
responding to a demand from said client, setting up the providing schedule of said 
contents based on said providing schedule time data received at said step of receiving 
providing schedule time data, setting up the upper limitation of the number of said 
contents to be provided at one time and detecting the fact that said number of said 
contents to be provided at one time at said given providing schedule time based on said 
providing schedule set up by said providing schedule setup means reaches the upper 
limitation value, and notifying said information processing device of the unavailability of 
a reservation at said providing schedule time over said network when the upper limitation 
value reached is detected at said step of detecting as claimed in Group VI. 

13. Inventions III and I are related as subcombinations disclosed as useable together in a 
single combination. The subcombinations are distinct from each other if they are shown 
to be separately useable. In this instant case invention of Group III has separate utility 
such as in a content providing device comprising, content storing and providing means 
for storing a content supplied from a first information processing device in the exclusive 
storage area placed for the public and for providing said content to a second information 
processing device over a network after reading said content from said exclusive storage 
area responding to a demand from said second information processing device, and control 
means for performing a control in a way that a plurality of the first information 
processing devices share said exclusive storage area placed in said content storing and 
providing means for the public; OR, stated another way a content providing system 
comprising, a first information processing device to supply contents, a second 
information processing device which makes a demand for said contents and which 
receives a supply of said contents matching said demand, and a content providing device 
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for storing said contents supplied from said first information processing device and for 
providing said contents to said second information processing device over a network after 
reading said contents responding to said demand from said second information 
processing device, wherein said content providing device comprising, content storing and 
providing means for storing said contents supplied from said first information processing 
devices in the exclusive storage area placed for the public and for providing said contents 
to said second information processing device over said network after reading said 
contents from said exclusive storage area responding to a demand from said second 
information processing device, and control means for performing a control in a way that 
said plurality of first information processing devices share said exclusive storage area 
placed in said content storing and providing means for the public not used in a content 
providing device comprising, content storing and providing means for securing the 
exclusive storage area for each individual from which plural kinds of contents stored 
there are retrieved to be provided over a network responding to a demand of a client, a 
providing schedule database storing a providing schedule set up to provide said plurality 
of contents in each given time schedule frame one by one, and control means for 
recognizing said time schedule frame of said providing schedule based on the time when 
said client makes said demand from said content storing and providing means over said 
network; OR stated another way a content providing system comprising, a client 
demanding the providing of a content over a network, and a content providing device to 
provide said content over said network responding to a demand from said client wherein 
said content providing device comprising, content storing and providing means for 
securing the exclusive storage area for each individual from which plural kinds of 
contents stored there are retrieved to be provided over a network responding to a demand 
of a client, a providing schedule database storing a providing schedule set up to provide 
said plurality of contents in each given time schedule frame one by one, and control 
means for recognizing said time schedule frame of said providing schedule based on the 
time when said client makes said demand from said content storing and providing means 
over said network as claimed in Group I. 

14. Inventions III and II are related as subcombinations disclosed as useable together in a 
single combination. The subcombinations are distinct from each other if they are shown 
to be separately useable. In this instant case invention of Group III has separate utility 
such as in a content providing device comprising, content storing and providing means 
for storing a content supplied from a first information processing device in the exclusive 
storage area placed for the public and for providing said content to a second information 
processing device over a network after reading said content from said exclusive storage 
area responding to a demand from said second information processing device, and control 
means for performing a control in a way that a plurality of the first information 
processing devices share said exclusive storage area placed in said content storing and 
providing means for the public; OR, stated another way a content providing system 
comprising, a first information processing device to supply contents, a second 
information processing device which makes a demand for said contents and which 
receives a supply of said contents matching said demand, and a content providing device 
for storing said contents supplied from said first information processing device and for 
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providing said contents to said second information processing device over a network after 
reading said contents responding to said demand from said second information 
processing device, wherein said content providing device comprising, content storing and 
providing means for storing said contents supplied from said first information processing 
devices in the exclusive storage area placed for the public and for providing said contents 
to said second information processing device over said network after reading said 
contents from said exclusive storage area responding to a demand from said second 
information processing device, and control means for performing a control in a way that 
said plurality of first information processing devices share said exclusive storage area 
placed in said content storing and providing means for the public not used in to a content 
providing method comprising the steps of, securing the exclusive storage area from 
which, a plurality of contents stored there are retrieved and recognizing the time when a 
client makes a demand for said contents from content storing and providing means over 
said network, judging the kind of a content to be provided in a time schedule frame 
meeting said time demanded based on a providing schedule set up to provide said plural 
kinds of contents in a given time schedule frame one by one, and providing said content 
of the kind judged at said step of judging the kind of a content to said client through said 
content storing and providing means over said network; OR, stated another way a 
program storage medium by which to let a content providing device perform a program 
comprising the steps of, securing the exclusive storage area from which a plurality of 
contents stored there are retrieved and recognizing the time when a client makes a 
demand for said contents from content storing and providing means over said network, 
judging the kind of a content to be provided in a time schedule frame meeting said time 
demanded based on a providing schedule set up to provide said plural kinds of contents in 
a given time schedule frame one by one, and providing said content of the kind judged at 
said step of judging the kind of a content to said client through said content storing and 
providing means over said network not claimed in Group II. 

15. Inventions III and IV are related as subcombinations disclosed as useable together in 
a single combination. The subcombinations are distinct from each other if they are 
shown to be separately useable. In this instant case invention of Group III has separate 
utility such as in a content providing device comprising, content storing and providing 
means for storing a content supplied from a first information processing device in the 
exclusive storage area placed for the public and for providing said content to a second 
information processing device over a network after reading said content from said 
exclusive storage area responding to a demand from said second information processing 
device, and control means for performing a control in a way that a plurality of the first 
information processing devices share said exclusive storage area placed in said content 
storing and providing means for the public; OR, stated another way a content providing 
system comprising, a first information processing device to supply contents, a second 
information processing device which makes a demand for said contents and which 
receives a supply of said contents matching said demand, and a content providing device 
for storing said contents supplied from said first information processing device and for 
providing said contents to said second information processing device over a network after 
reading said contents responding to said demand from said second information 
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processing device, wherein said content providing device comprising, content storing and 
providing means for storing said contents supplied from said first information processing 
devices in the exclusive storage area placed for the public and for providing said contents 
to said second information processing device over said network after reading said 
contents from said exclusive storage area responding to a demand from said second 
information processing device, and control means for performing a control in a way that 
said plurality of first information processing devices share said exclusive storage area 
placed in said content storing and providing means for the public not used in a content 
providing method comprising the steps of, storing contents supplied from a first 
information processing device in the exclusive storage area placed for the public and 
performing a control in such a way that said plurality of first information processing 
devices share said exclusive storage area in content storing and providing means to be 
provided to said second information processing device through a network after reading 
said contents from said storage area responding to a demand from the second information 
processing device, and providing said contents supplied from said plurality of first 
information processing devices through said exclusive storage area to said second 
information processing device over said network following the control content performed 
in said step of performing a control; OR, stated another way a program storage medium 
with which to let a content providing device execute a program comprising the steps of, 
storing contents supplied from a first information processing device in the exclusive 
storage area placed for the public and performing a control in such a way that said 
plurality of first information processing devices share said exclusive storage area in 
content storing and providing means to be provided to said second information 
processing device through a network after reading said contents from said storage area 
responding to a demand from the second information processing device, and providing 
said contents supplied from said plurality of first information processing devices through 
said exclusive storage area to said second information processing device over said 
network following the control content performed in said step of performing a control as 
claimed in Group IV. 

16. Inventions III and V are related as subcombinations disclosed as useable together in a 
single combination. The subcombinations are distinct from each other if they are shown 
to be separately useable. In this instant case invention of Group III has separate utility 
such as in a content providing device comprising, content storing and providing means 
for storing a content supplied from a first information processing device in the exclusive 
storage area placed for the public and for providing said content to a second information 
processing device over a network after reading said content from said exclusive storage 
area responding to a demand from said second information processing device, and control 
means for performing a control in a way that a plurality of the first information 
processing devices share said exclusive storage area placed in said content storing and 
providing means for the public; OR, stated another way a content providing system 
comprising, a first information processing device to supply contents, a second 
information processing device which makes a demand for said contents and which 
receives a supply of said contents matching said demand, and a content providing device 
for storing said contents supplied from said first information processing device and for 
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providing said contents to said second information processing device over a network after 
reading said contents responding to said demand from said second information 
processing device, wherein said content providing device comprising, content storing and 
providing means for storing said contents supplied from said first information processing 
devices in the exclusive storage area placed for the public and for providing said contents 
to said second information processing device over said network after reading said 
contents from said exclusive storage area responding to a demand from said second 
information processing device, and control means for performing a control in a way that 
said plurality of first information processing devices share said exclusive storage area 
placed in said content storing and providing means for the public not used in a content 
providing device comprising, content storing and providing means for once storing 
contents supplied from an information processing device in the exclusive storage area 
secured for an individual person and for providing said contents to a client over a 
network after retrieving them responding to a demand from said client, providing 
schedule setup means for receiving providing schedule time data indicating the providing 
schedule time for said contents over said network and for setting up a providing schedule 
for said contents based on the said providing schedule time data, and control means for 
setting up the upper limitation of the number of said contents to be provided at one time 
and for notifying said information processing device over said network that a reservation 
is impossible at said providing schedule time when it is detected that the number of said 
contents to be provided at one time at said given providing schedule time based on said 
providing schedule reaches said upper limitation value; OR, stated another way a content 
providing system comprising, an information processing device that supplies contents 
and providing schedule time data indicating a providing schedule time of said contents, 
and a content providing device that stores said contents supplied from said information 
processing device and that provides said contents to clients over said network at said 
providing schedule time suitable for said providing schedule time data, wherein said 
content providing device comprising, content storing and providing means for once 
storing contents supplied from an information processing device in the exclusive storage 
area secured for an individual person and for providing said contents to a client over a 
network after retrieving it responding to a demand from said client, providing schedule 
setup means for receiving providing schedule time data indicating the providing schedule 
time for said contents over said network and for setting up a providing schedule for said 
contents based on the said providing schedule time data, and control means for setting up 
the upper limitation of the number of said contents to be provided at one time and for 
notifying said information processing device over said network that a reservation is 
impossible at said providing schedule time when it is detected that the number of said 
contents to be provided at one time at said given providing schedule time based on said 
providing schedule reaches said upper limitation value as claimed in Group V. 

17. Inventions III and VI are related as subcombinations disclosed as useable together in 
a single combination. The subcombinations are distinct from each other if they are 
shown to be separately useable. In this instant case invention of Group III has separate 
utility such as in a content providing device comprising, content storing and providing 
means for storing a content supplied from a first information processing device in the 
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exclusive storage area placed for the public and for providing said content to a second 
information processing device over a network after reading said content from said 
exclusive storage area responding to a demand from said second information processing 
device, and control means for performing a control in a way that a plurality of the first 
information processing devices share said exclusive storage area placed in said content 
storing and providing means for the public; OR, stated another way a content providing 
system comprising, a first information processing device to supply contents, a second 
information processing device which makes a demand for said contents and which 
receives a supply of said contents matching said demand, and a content providing device 
for storing said contents supplied from said first information processing device and for 
providing said contents to said second information processing device over a network after 
reading said contents responding to said demand from said second information 
processing device, wherein said content providing device comprising, content storing and 
providing means for storing said contents supplied from said first information processing 
devices in the exclusive storage area placed for the public and for providing said contents 
to said second information processing device over said network after reading said 
contents from said exclusive storage area responding to a demand from said second 
information processing device, and control means for performing a control in a way that 
said plurality of first information processing devices share said exclusive storage area 
placed in said content storing and providing means for the public not used in a content 
reservation control method comprising the steps of, receiving providing schedule time 
data indicating the providing schedule time of said contents supplied by the content 
storing and providing means for once storing contents supplied from an information 
processing device in the exclusive storage area secured for an individual person and 
providing said contents to clients over a network after retrieving them responding to a 
demand from said client, setting up the providing schedule of said contents based on said 
providing schedule time data received at said step of receiving providing schedule time 
data, setting up the upper limitation of the number of said contents to be provided at one 
time and detecting the fact that said number of said contents to be provided at one time at 
said given providing schedule time based on said providing schedule set up by said 
providing schedule setup means reaches the upper limitation value, and notifying said 
information processing device of the unavailability of a reservation at said providing 
schedule time over said network when the upper limitation value reached is detected at 
said step of detecting; OR, stated another way a program storage medium with which to 
let a content providing device perform a program comprising the steps of, receiving 
providing schedule time data indicating the providing schedule time of said contents 
supplied by the content storing and providing means for once storing contents supplied 
from an information processing device in the exclusive storage area secured for an 
individual person and providing said contents to a client over a network after retrieving 
them responding to a demand from said client, setting up the providing schedule of said 
contents based on said providing schedule time data received at said step of receiving 
providing schedule time data, setting up the upper limitation of the number of said 
contents to be provided at one time and detecting the fact that said number of said 
contents to be provided at one time at said given providing schedule time based on said 
providing schedule set up by said providing schedule setup means reaches the upper 
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limitation value, and notifying said information processing device of the unavailability of 
a reservation at said providing schedule time over said network when the upper limitation 
value reached is detected at said step of detecting as claimed in Group VI. 

18. Inventions IV and I are related as subcombinations disclosed as useable together in a 
single combination. The subcombinations are distinct from each other if they are shown 
to be separately useable. In this instant case invention of Group IV has separate utility 
such as in a content providing method comprising the steps of, storing contents supplied 
from a first information processing device in the exclusive storage area placed for the 
public and performing a control in such a way that said plurality of first information 
processing devices share said exclusive storage area in content storing and providing 
means to be provided to said second information processing device through a network 
after reading said contents from said storage area responding to a demand from the 
second information processing device, and providing said contents supplied from said 
plurality of first information processing devices through said exclusive storage area to 
said second information processing device over said network following the control 
content performed in said step of performing a control; OR, stated another way a program 
storage medium with which to let a content providing device execute a program 
comprising the steps of, storing contents supplied from a first information processing 
device in the exclusive storage area placed for the public and performing a control in 
such a way that said plurality of first information processing devices share said exclusive 
storage area in content storing and providing means to be provided to said second 
information processing device through a network after reading said contents from said 
storage area responding to a demand from the second information processing device, and 
providing said contents supplied from said plurality of first information processing 
devices through said exclusive storage area to said second information processing device 
over said network following the control content performed in said step of performing a 
control not used in a content providing device comprising, content storing and providing 
means for securing the exclusive storage area for each individual from which plural kinds 
of contents stored there are retrieved to be provided over a network responding to a 
demand of a client a providing schedule database storing a providing schedule set up to 
provide said plurality of contents in each given time schedule frame one by one and 
control means for recognizing said time schedule frame of said providing schedule based 
on the time when said client makes said demand from said content storing and providing 
means over said network; OR, stated another way a content providing system comprising, 
a client demanding the providing of a content over a network, and a content providing 
device to provide said content over said network responding to a demand from said client 
wherein said content providing device comprising, content storing and providing means 
for securing the exclusive storage area for each individual from which plural kinds of 
contents stored there are retrieved to be provided over a network responding to a demand 
of a client, a providing schedule database storing a providing schedule set up to provide 
said plurality of contents in each given time schedule frame one by one, and control 
means for recognizing said time schedule frame of said providing schedule based on the 
time when said client makes said demand from said content storing and providing means 
over said network as claimed in Group I. 
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19. Inventions IV and II are related as subcombinations disclosed as useable together in a 
single combination. The subcombinations are distinct from each other if they are shown 
to be separately useable. In this instant case invention of Group IV has separate utility 
such as in a content providing method comprising the steps of, storing contents supplied 
from a first information processing device in the exclusive storage area placed for the 
public and performing a control in such a way that said plurality of first information 
processing devices share said exclusive storage area in content storing and providing 
means to be provided to said second information processing device through a network 
after reading said contents from said storage area responding to a demand from the 
second information processing device, and providing said contents supplied from said 
plurality of first information processing devices through said exclusive storage area to 
said second information processing device over said network following the control 
content performed in said step of performing a control; OR, stated another way a program 
storage medium with which to let a content providing device execute a program 
comprising the steps of, storing contents supplied from a first information processing 
device in the exclusive storage area placed for the public and performing a control in 
such a way that said plurality of first information processing devices share said exclusive 
storage area in content storing and providing means to be provided to said second 
information processing device through a network after reading said contents from said 
storage area responding to a demand from the second information processing device, and 
providing said contents supplied from said plurality of first information processing 
devices through said exclusive storage area to said second information processing device 
over said network following the control content performed in said step of performing a 
control not used in to a content providing method comprising the steps of, securing the 
exclusive storage area from which a plurality of contents stored there are retrieved and 
recognizing the time when a client makes a demand for said contents from content storing 
and providing means over said network, judging the kind of a content to be provided in a 
time schedule frame meeting said time demanded based on a providing schedule set up to 
provide said plural kinds of contents in a given time schedule frame one by one, and 
providing said content of the kind judged at said step of judging the kind of a content to 
said client through said content storing and providing means over said network; OR, 
stated another way a program storage medium by which to let a content providing device 
perform a program comprising the steps of, securing the exclusive storage area from 
which a plurality of contents stored there are retrieved and recognizing the time when a 
client makes a demand for said contents from content storing and providing means over 
said network, judging the kind of a content to be provided in a time schedule frame 
meeting said time demanded based on a providing schedule set up to provide said plural 
kinds of contents in a given time schedule frame one by one, and providing said content 
of the kind judged at said step of judging the kind of a content to said client through said 
content storing and providing means over said network not claimed in Group II. 

20. Inventions IV and III are related as subcombinations disclosed as useable together in 
a single combination. The subcombinations are distinct from each other if they are 
shown to be separately useable. In this instant case invention of Group IV has separate 



Application/Control Number, 09/821, 501 
Art Unit, 2142 



Page 



utility such as in a content providing method comprising the steps of, storing contents 
supplied from a first information processing device in the exclusive storage area placed 
for the public and performing a control in such a way that said plurality of first 
information processing devices share said exclusive storage area in content storing and 
providing means to be provided to said second information processing device through a 
network after reading said contents from said storage area responding to a demand from 
the second information processing device, and providing said contents supplied from said 
plurality of first information processing devices through said exclusive storage area to 
said second information processing device over said network following the control 
content performed in said step of performing a control; OR, stated another way a program 
storage medium with which to let a content providing device execute a program 
comprising the steps of, storing contents supplied from a first information processing 
device in the exclusive storage area placed for the public and performing a control in 
such a way that said plurality of first information processing devices share said exclusive 
storage area in content storing and providing means to be provided to said second 
information processing device through a network after reading said contents from said 
storage area responding to a demand from the second information processing device, and 
providing said contents supplied from said plurality of first information processing 
devices through said exclusive storage area to said second information processing device 
over said network following the control content performed in said step of performing a 
control not used in a content providing device comprising, content storing and providing 
means for storing a content supplied from a first information processing device in the 
exclusive storage area placed for the public and for providing said content to a second 
information processing device over a network after reading said content from said 
exclusive storage area responding to a demand from said second information processing 
device, and control means for performing a control in a way that a plurality of the first 
information processing devices share said exclusive storage area placed in said content 
storing and providing means for the public; OR, stated another way a content providing 
system comprising, a first information processing device to supply contents, a second 
information processing device which makes a demand for said contents and which 
receives a supply of said contents matching said demand, and a content providing device 
for storing said contents supplied from said first information processing device and for 
providing said contents to said second information processing device over a network after 
reading said contents responding to said demand from said second information 
processing device, wherein said content providing device comprising, content storing and 
providing means for storing said contents supplied from said first information processing 
devices in the exclusive storage area placed for the public and for providing said contents 
to said second information processing device over said network after reading said 
contents from said exclusive storage area responding to a demand from said second 
information processing device, and control means for performing a control in a way that 
said plurality of first information processing devices share said exclusive storage area 
placed in said content storing and providing means for the public as claimed in Group III. 

21. Inventions IV and V are related as subcombinations disclosed as useable together in 
a single combination. The subcombinations are distinct from each other if they are 
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shown to be separately useable. In this instant case invention of Group IV has separate 
utility such as in a content providing method comprising the steps of, storing contents 
supplied from a first information processing device in the exclusive storage area placed 
for the public and performing a control in such a way that said plurality of first 
information processing devices share said exclusive storage area in content storing and 
providing means to be provided to said second information processing device through a 
network after reading said contents from said storage area responding to a demand from 
the second information processing device, and providing said contents supplied from said 
plurality of first information processing devices through said exclusive storage area to 
said second information processing device over said network following the control 
content performed in said step of performing a control; OR, stated another way a program 
storage medium with which to let a content providing device execute a program 
comprising the steps of, storing contents supplied from a first information processing 
device in the exclusive storage area placed for the public and performing a control in 
such a way that said plurality of first information processing devices share said exclusive 
storage area in content storing and providing means to be provided to said second 
information processing device through a network after reading said contents from said 
storage area responding to a demand from the second information processing device, and 
providing said contents supplied from said plurality of first information processing 
devices through said exclusive storage area to said second information processing device 
over said network following the control content performed in said step of performing a 
control not used in a content providing device comprising, content storing and providing 
means for once storing contents supplied from an information processing device in the 
exclusive storage area secured for an individual person and for providing said contents to 
a client over a network after retrieving them responding to a demand from said client, 
providing schedule setup means for receiving providing schedule time data indicating the 
providing schedule time for said contents over said network and for setting up a 
providing schedule for said contents based on the said providing schedule time data, and 
control means for setting up the upper limitation of the number of said contents to be 
provided at one time and for notifying said information processing device over said 
network that a reservation is impossible at said providing schedule time when it is 
detected that the number of said contents to be provided at one time at said given 
providing schedule time based on said providing schedule reaches said upper limitation 
value; OR, stated another way a content providing system comprising, an information 
processing device that supplies contents and providing schedule time data indicating a 
providing schedule time of said contents, and a content providing device that stores said 
contents supplied from said information processing device and that provides said contents 
to clients over said network at said providing schedule time suitable for said providing 
schedule time data, wherein said content providing device comprising, content storing 
and providing means for once storing contents supplied from an information processing 
device in the exclusive storage area secured for an individual person and for providing 
said contents to a client over a network after retrieving it responding to a demand from 
said client, providing schedule setup means for receiving providing schedule time data 
indicating the providing schedule time for said contents over said network and for setting 
up a providing schedule for said contents based on the said providing schedule time data, 



Application/Control Number, 09/821, 501 
Art Unit, 2142 



Page 



and control means for setting up the upper limitation of the number of said contents to be 
provided at one time and for notifying said information processing device over said 
network that a reservation is impossible at said providing schedule time when it is 
detected that the number of said contents to be provided at one time at said given 
providing schedule time based on said providing schedule reaches said upper limitation 
value as claimed in Group V. 

22. Inventions IV and VI are related as subcombinations disclosed as useable together in 
a single combination. The subcombinations are distinct from each other if they are 
shown to be separately useable. In this instant case invention of Group IV has separate 
utility such as in a content providing method comprising the steps of, storing contents 
supplied from a first information processing device in the exclusive storage area placed 
for the public and performing a control in such a way that said plurality of first 
information processing devices share said exclusive storage area in content storing and 
providing means to be provided to said second information processing device through a 
network after reading said contents from said storage area responding to a demand from 
the second information processing device, and providing said contents supplied from said 
plurality of first information processing devices through said exclusive storage area to 
said second information processing device over said network following the control 
content performed in said step of performing a control; OR, stated another way a program 
storage medium with which to let a content providing device execute a program 
comprising the steps of, storing contents supplied from a first information processing 
device in the exclusive storage area placed for the public and performing a control in 
such a way that said plurality of first information processing devices share said exclusive 
storage area in content storing and providing means to be provided to said second 
information processing device through a network after reading said contents from said 
storage area responding to a demand from the second information processing device, and 
providing said contents supplied from said plurality of first information processing 
devices through said exclusive storage area to said second information processing device 
over said network following the control content performed in said step of performing a 
control not used in a content reservation control method comprising the steps of, 
receiving providing schedule time data indicating the providing schedule time of said 
contents supplied by the content storing and providing means for once storing contents 
supplied from an information processing device in the exclusive storage area secured for 
an individual person and providing said contents to clients over a network after retrieving 
them responding to a demand from said client, setting up the providing schedule of said 
contents based on said providing schedule time data received at said step of receiving 
providing schedule time data, setting up the upper limitation of the number of said 
contents to be provided at one time and detecting the fact that said number of said 
contents to be provided at one time at said given providing schedule time based on said 
providing schedule set up by said providing schedule setup means reaches the upper 
limitation value, and notifying said information processing device of the unavailability of 
a reservation at said providing schedule time over said network when the upper limitation 
value reached is detected at said step of detecting; OR, stated another way a program 
storage medium with which to let a content providing device perform a program 
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comprising the steps of, receiving providing schedule time data indicating the providing 
schedule time of said contents supplied by the content storing and providing means for 
once storing contents supplied from an information processing device in the exclusive 
storage area secured for an individual person and providing said contents to a client over 
a network after retrieving them responding to a demand from said client, setting up the 
providing schedule of said contents based on said providing schedule time data received 
at said step of receiving providing schedule time data, setting up the upper limitation of 
the number of said contents to be provided at one time and detecting the fact that said 
number of said contents to be provided at one time at said given providing schedule time 
based on said providing schedule set up by said providing schedule setup means reaches 
the upper limitation value, and notifying said information processing device of the 
unavailability of a reservation at said providing schedule time over said network when 
the upper limitation value reached is detected at said step of detecting as claimed in 
Group VI. 

23. Inventions V and I are related as subcombinations disclosed as useable together in a 
single combination. The subcombinations are distinct from each other if they are shown 
to be separately useable. In this instant case invention of Group V has separate utility 
such as in a content providing device comprising, content storing and providing means 
for once storing contents supplied from an information processing device in the exclusive 
storage area secured for an individual person and for providing said contents to a client 
over a network after retrieving them responding to a demand from said client, providing 
schedule setup means for receiving providing schedule time data indicating the providing 
schedule time for said contents over said network and for setting up a providing schedule 
for said contents based on the said providing schedule time data, and control means for 
setting up the upper limitation of the number of said contents to be provided at one time 
and for notifying said information processing device over said network that a reservation 
is impossible at said providing schedule time when it is detected that the number of said 
contents to be provided at one time at said given providing schedule time based on said 
providing schedule reaches said upper limitation value; OR, stated another way a content 
providing system comprising, an information processing device that supplies contents 
and providing schedule time data indicating a providing schedule time of said contents, 
and a content providing device that stores said contents supplied from said information 
processing device and that provides said contents to clients over said network at said 
providing schedule time suitable for said providing schedule time data, wherein said 
content providing device comprising, content storing and providing means for once 
storing contents supplied from an information processing device in the exclusive storage 
area secured for an individual person and for providing said contents to a client over a 
network after retrieving it responding to a demand from said client, providing schedule 
setup means for receiving providing schedule time data indicating the providing schedule 
time for said contents over said network and for setting up a providing schedule for said 
contents based on the said providing schedule time data, and control means for setting up 
the upper limitation of the number of said contents to be provided at one time and for 
notifying said information processing device over said network that a reservation is 
impossible at said providing schedule time when it is detected that the number of said 
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contents to be provided at one time at said given providing schedule time based on said 
providing schedule reaches said upper limitation value not used in a content providing 
device comprising, content storing and providing means for securing the exclusive 
storage area for each individual from which plural kinds of contents stored there are 
retrieved to be provided over a network responding to a demand of a client, a providing 
schedule database storing a providing schedule set up to provide said plurality of contents 
in each given time schedule frame one by one, and control means for recognizing said 
time schedule frame of said providing schedule based on the time when said client makes 
said demand from said content storing and providing means over said network; OR stated 
another way a content providing system comprising, a client demanding the providing of 
a content over a network, and a content providing device to provide said content over said 
network responding to a demand from said client wherein said content providing device 
comprising, content storing and providing means for securing the exclusive storage area 
for each individual from which plural kinds of contents stored there are retrieved to be 
provided over a network responding to a demand of a client, a providing schedule 
database storing a providing schedule set up to provide said plurality of contents in each 
given time schedule frame one by one, and control means for recognizing said time 
schedule frame of said providing schedule based on the time when said client makes said 
demand from said content storing and providing means over said network as claimed in 
Group I. 

24. Inventions V and II are related as subcombinations disclosed as useable together in a 
single combination. The subcombinations are distinct from each other if they are shown 
to be separately useable. In this instant case invention of Group V has separate utility 
such as in a content providing device comprising, content storing and providing means 
for once storing contents supplied from an information processing device in the exclusive 
storage area secured for an individual person and for providing said contents to a client 
over a network after retrieving them responding to a demand from said client, providing 
schedule setup means for receiving providing schedule time data indicating the providing 
schedule time for said contents over said network and for setting up a providing schedule 
for said contents based on the said providing schedule time data, and control means for 
setting up the upper limitation of the number of said contents to be provided at one time 
and for notifying said information processing device over said network that a reservation 
is impossible at said providing schedule time when it is detected that the number of said 
contents to be provided at one time at said given providing schedule time based on said 
providing schedule reaches said upper limitation value; OR, stated another way a content 
providing system comprising, an information processing device that supplies contents 
and providing schedule time data indicating a providing schedule time of said contents, 
and a content providing device that stores said contents supplied from said information 
processing device and that provides said contents to clients over said network at said 
providing schedule time suitable for said providing schedule time data, wherein said 
content providing device comprising, content storing and providing means for once 
storing contents supplied from an information processing device in the exclusive storage 
area secured for an individual person and for providing said contents to a client over a 
network after retrieving it responding to a demand from said client, providing schedule 
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setup means for receiving providing schedule time data indicating the providing schedule 
time for said contents over said network and for setting up a providing schedule for said 
contents based on the said providing schedule time data, and control means for setting up 
the upper limitation of the number of said contents to be provided at one time and for 
notifying said information processing device over said network that a reservation is 
impossible at said providing schedule time when it is detected that the number of said 
contents to be provided at one time at said given providing schedule time based on said 
providing schedule reaches said upper limitation value not used in to a content providing 
method comprising the steps of, securing the exclusive storage area from which a 
plurality of contents stored there are retrieved and recognizing the time when a client 
makes a demand for said contents from content storing and providing means over said 
network, judging the kind of a content to be provided in a time schedule frame meeting 
said time demanded based on a providing schedule set up to provide said plural kinds of 
contents in a given time schedule frame one by one, and providing said content of the 
kind judged at said step of judging the kind of a content to said client through said 
content storing and providing means over said network; OR, stated another way a 
program storage medium by which to let a content providing device perform a program 
comprising the steps of, securing the exclusive storage area from which a plurality of 
contents stored there are retrieved and recognizing the time when a client makes a 
demand for said contents from content storing and providing means over said network, 
judging the kind of a content to be provided in a time schedule frame meeting said time 
demanded based on a providing schedule set up to provide said plural kinds of contents in 
a given time schedule frame one by one, and providing said content of the kind judged at 
said step of judging the kind of a content to said client through said content storing and 
providing means over said network not claimed in Group II. 

25. Inventions V and III are related as subcombinations disclosed as useable together in a 
single combination. The subcombinations are distinct from each other if they are shown 
to be separately useable. In this instant case invention of Group V has separate utility 
such as in a content providing device comprising, content storing and providing means 
for once storing contents supplied from an information processing device in the exclusive 
storage area secured for an individual person and for providing said contents to a client 
over a network after retrieving them responding to a demand from said client, providing 
schedule setup means for receiving providing schedule time data indicating the providing 
schedule time for said contents over said network and for setting up a providing schedule 
for said contents based on the said providing schedule time data, and control means for 
setting up the upper limitation of the number of said contents to be provided at one time 
and for notifying said information processing device over said network that a reservation 
is impossible at said providing schedule time when it is detected that the number of said 
contents to be provided at one time at said given providing schedule time based on said 
providing schedule reaches said upper limitation value; OR, stated another way a content 
providing system comprising, an information processing device that supplies contents 
and providing schedule time data indicating a providing schedule time of said contents, 
and a content providing device that stores said contents supplied from said information 
processing device and that provides said contents to clients over said network at said 
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providing schedule time suitable for said providing schedule time data, wherein said 
content providing device comprising, content storing and providing means for once 
storing contents supplied from an information processing device in the exclusive storage 
area secured for an individual person and for providing said contents to a client over a 
network after retrieving it responding to a demand from said client, providing schedule 
setup means for receiving providing schedule time data indicating the providing schedule 
time for said contents over said network and for setting up a providing schedule for said 
contents based on the said providing schedule time data, and control means for setting up 
the upper limitation of the number of said contents to be provided at one time and for 
notifying said information processing device over said network that a reservation is 
impossible at said providing schedule time when it is detected that the number of said 
contents to be provided at one time at said given providing schedule time based on said 
providing schedule reaches said upper limitation value not used in a content providing 
device comprising, content storing and providing means for storing a content supplied 
from a first information processing device in the exclusive storage area placed for the 
public and for providing said content to a second information processing device over a 
network after reading said content from said exclusive storage area responding to a 
demand from said second information processing device, and control means for 
performing a control in a way that a plurality of the first information processing devices 
share said exclusive storage area placed in said content storing and providing means for 
the public; OR, stated another way a content providing system comprising, a first 
information processing device to supply contents, a second information processing device 
which makes a demand for said contents and which receives a supply of said contents 
matching said demand, and a content providing device for storing said contents supplied 
from said first information processing device and for providing said contents to said 
second information processing device over a network after reading said contents 
responding to said demand from said second information processing device, wherein said 
content providing device comprising, content storing and providing means for storing 
said contents supplied from said first information processing devices in the exclusive 
storage area placed for the public and for providing said contents to said second 
information processing device over said network after reading said contents from said 
exclusive storage area responding to a demand from said second information processing 
device, and control means for performing a control in a way that said plurality of first 
information processing devices share said exclusive storage area placed in said content 
storing and providing means for the public as claimed in Group III. 

26. Inventions V and IV are related as subcombinations disclosed as useable together in 
a single combination. The subcombinations are distinct from each other if they are 
shown to be separately useable. In this instant case invention of Group V has separate 
utility such as in a content providing device comprising, content storing and providing 
means for once storing contents supplied from an information processing device in the 
exclusive storage area secured for an individual person and for providing said contents to 
a client over a network after retrieving them responding to a demand from said client, 
providing schedule setup means for receiving providing schedule time data indicating the 
providing schedule time for said contents over said network and for setting up a 
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providing schedule for said contents based on the said providing schedule time data, and 
control means for setting up the upper limitation of the number of said contents to be 
provided at one time and for notifying said information processing device over said 
network that a reservation is impossible at said providing schedule time when it is 
detected that the number of said contents to be provided at one time at said given 
providing schedule time based on said providing schedule reaches said upper limitation 
value; OR, stated another way a content providing system comprising, an information 
processing device that supplies contents and providing schedule time data indicating a 
providing schedule time of said contents, and a content providing device that stores said 
contents supplied from said information processing device and that provides said contents 
to clients over said network at said providing schedule time suitable for said providing 
schedule time data, wherein said content providing device comprising, content storing 
and providing means for once storing contents supplied from an information processing 
device in the exclusive storage area secured for an individual person and for providing 
said contents to a client over a network after retrieving it responding to a demand from 
said client, providing schedule setup means for receiving providing schedule time data 
indicating the providing schedule time for said contents over said network and for setting 
up a providing schedule for said contents based on the said providing schedule time data, 
and control means for setting up the upper limitation of the number of said contents to be 
provided at one time and for notifying said information processing device over said 
network that a reservation is impossible at said providing schedule time when it is 
detected that the number of said contents to be provided at one time at said given 
providing schedule time based on said providing schedule reaches said upper limitation 
value not used in a content providing method comprising the steps of, storing contents 
supplied from a first information processing device in the exclusive storage area placed 
for the public and performing a control in such a way that said plurality of first 
information processing devices share said exclusive storage area in content storing and 
providing means to be provided to said second information processing device through a 
network after reading said contents from said storage area responding to a demand from 
the second information processing device, and providing said contents supplied from said 
plurality of first information processing devices through said exclusive storage area to 
said second information processing device over said network following the control 
content performed in said step of performing a control; OR, stated another way a program 
storage medium with which to let a content providing device execute a program 
comprising the steps of, storing contents supplied from a first information processing 
device in the exclusive storage area placed for the public and performing a control in 
such a way that said plurality of first information processing devices share said exclusive 
storage area in content storing and providing means to be provided to said second 
information processing device through a network after reading said contents from said 
storage area responding to a demand from the second information processing device, and 
providing said contents supplied from said plurality of first information processing 
devices through said exclusive storage area to said second information processing device 
over said network following the control content performed in said step of performing a 
control as claimed in Group IV. 
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27. Inventions V and VI are related as subcombinations disclosed as useable together in 
a single combination. The subcombinations are distinct from each other if they are 
shown to be separately useable. In this instant case invention of Group V has separate 
utility such as in a content providing device comprising, content storing and providing 
means for once storing contents supplied from an information processing device in the 
exclusive storage area secured for an individual person and for providing said contents to 
a client over a network after retrieving them responding to a demand from said client, 
providing schedule setup means for receiving providing schedule time data indicating the 
providing schedule time for said contents over said network and for setting up a 
providing schedule for said contents based on the said providing schedule time data, and 
control means for setting up the upper limitation of the number of said contents to be 
provided at one time and for notifying said information processing device over said 
network that a reservation is impossible at said providing schedule time when it is 
detected that the number of said contents to be provided at one time at said given 
providing schedule time based on said providing schedule reaches said upper limitation 
value; OR, stated another way a content providing system comprising, an information 
processing device that supplies contents and providing schedule time data indicating a 
providing schedule time of said contents, and a content providing device that stores said 
contents supplied from said information processing device and that provides said contents 
to clients over said network at said providing schedule time suitable for said providing 
schedule time data, wherein said content providing device comprising, content storing 
and providing means for once storing contents supplied from an information processing 
device in the exclusive storage area secured for an individual person and for providing 
said contents to a client over a network after retrieving it responding to a demand from 
said client, providing schedule setup means for receiving providing schedule time data 
indicating the providing schedule time for said contents over said network and for setting 
up a providing schedule for said contents based on the said providing schedule time data, 
and control means for setting up the upper limitation of the number of said contents to be 
provided at one time and for notifying said information processing device over said 
network that a reservation is impossible at said providing schedule time when it is 
detected that the number of said contents to be provided at one time at said given 
providing schedule time based on said providing schedule reaches said upper limitation 
value not used in a content reservation control method comprising the steps of, receiving 
providing schedule time data indicating the providing schedule time of said contents 
supplied by the content storing and providing means for once storing contents supplied 
from an information processing device in the exclusive storage area secured for an 
individual person and providing said contents to clients over a network after retrieving 
them responding to a demand from said client, setting up the providing schedule of said 
contents based on said providing schedule time data received at said step of receiving 
providing schedule time data, setting up the upper limitation of the number of said 
contents to be provided at one time and detecting the fact that said number of said 
contents to be provided at one time at said given providing schedule time based on said 
providing schedule set up by said providing schedule setup means reaches the upper 
limitation value, and notifying said information processing device of the unavailability of 
a reservation at said providing schedule time over said network when the upper limitation 
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value reached is detected at said step of detecting; OR, stated another way a program 
storage medium with which to let a content providing device perform a program 
comprising the steps of, receiving providing schedule time data indicating the providing 
schedule time of said contents supplied by the content storing and providing means for 
once storing contents supplied from an information processing device in the exclusive 
storage area secured for an individual person and providing said contents to a client over 
a network after retrieving them responding to a demand from said client, setting up the 
providing schedule of said contents based on said providing schedule time data received 
at said step of receiving providing schedule time data, setting up the upper limitation of 
the number of said contents to be provided at one time and detecting the fact that said 
number of said contents to be provided at one time at said given providing schedule time 
based on said providing schedule set up by said providing schedule setup means reaches 
the upper limitation value, and notifying said information processing device of the 
unavailability of a reservation at said providing schedule time over said network when 
the upper limitation value reached is detected at said step of detecting as claimed in 
Group VI. 

28. Inventions VI and I are related as subcombinations disclosed as useable together in a 
single combination. The subcombinations are distinct from each other if they are shown 
to be separately useable. In this instant case invention of Group VI has separate utility 
such as in a content reservation control method comprising the steps of, receiving 
providing schedule time data indicating the providing schedule time of said contents 
supplied by the content storing and providing means for once storing contents supplied 
from an information processing device in the exclusive storage area secured for an 
individual person and providing said contents to clients over a network after retrieving 
them responding to a demand from said client, setting up the providing schedule of said 
contents based on said providing schedule time data received at said step of receiving 
providing schedule time data, setting up the upper limitation of the number of said 
contents to be provided at one time and detecting the fact that said number of said 
contents to be provided at one time at said given providing schedule time based on said 
providing schedule set up by said providing schedule setup means reaches the upper 
limitation value, and notifying said information processing device of the unavailability of 
a reservation at said providing schedule time over said network when the upper limitation 
value reached is detected at said step of detecting; OR, stated another way a program 
storage medium with which to let a content providing device perform a program 
comprising the steps of, receiving providing schedule time data indicating the providing 
schedule time of said contents supplied by the content storing and providing means for 
once storing contents supplied from an information processing device in the exclusive 
storage area secured for an individual person and providing said contents to a client over 
a network after retrieving them responding to a demand from said client, setting up the 
providing schedule of said contents based on said providing schedule time data received 
at said step of receiving providing schedule time data, setting up the upper limitation of 
the number of said contents to be provided at one time and detecting the fact that said 
number of said contents to be provided at one time at said given providing schedule time 
based on said providing schedule set up by said providing schedule setup means reaches 
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the upper limitation value, and notifying said information processing device of the 
unavailability of a reservation at said providing schedule time over said network when 
the upper limitation value reached is detected at said step of detecting not used in a 
content providing device comprising, content storing and providing means for securing 
the exclusive storage area for each individual from which plural kinds of contents stored 
there are retrieved to be provided over a network responding to a demand of a client, a 
providing schedule database storing a providing schedule set up to provide said plurality 
of contents in each given time schedule frame one by one, and control means for 
recognizing said time schedule frame of said providing schedule based on the time when 
said client makes said demand from said content storing and providing means over said 
network; OR stated another way a content providing system comprising, a client 
demanding the providing of a content over a network, and a content providing device to 
provide said content over said network responding to a demand from said client wherein 
said content providing device comprising, content storing and providing means for 
securing the exclusive storage area for each individual from which plural kinds of 
contents stored there are retrieved to be provided over a network responding to a demand 
of a client, a providing schedule database storing a providing schedule set up to provide 
said plurality of contents in each given time schedule frame one by one, and control 
means for recognizing said time schedule frame of said providing schedule based on the 
time when said client makes said demand from said content storing and providing means 
over said network as claimed in Group I. 

29. Inventions VI and II are related as subcombinations disclosed as useable together in a 
single combination. The subcombinations are distinct from each other if they are shown 
to be separately useable. In this instant case invention of Group VI has separate utility 
such as in a content reservation control method comprising the steps of, receiving 
providing schedule time data indicating the providing schedule time of said contents 
supplied by the content storing and providing means for once storing contents supplied 
from an information processing device in the exclusive storage area secured for an 
individual person and providing said contents to clients over a network after retrieving 
them responding to a demand from said client, setting up the providing schedule of said 
contents based on said providing schedule time data received at said step of receiving 
providing schedule time data, setting up the upper limitation of the number of said 
contents to be provided at one time and detecting the fact that said number of said 
contents to be provided at one time at said given providing schedule time based on said 
providing schedule set up by said providing schedule setup means reaches the upper 
limitation value, and notifying said information processing device of the unavailability of 
a reservation at said providing schedule time over said network when the upper limitation 
value reached is detected at said step of detecting; OR, stated another way a program 
storage medium with which to let a content providing device perform a program 
comprising the steps of, receiving providing schedule time data indicating the providing 
schedule time of said contents supplied by the content storing and providing means for 
once storing contents supplied from an information processing device in the exclusive 
storage area secured for an individual person and providing said contents to a client over 
a network after retrieving them responding to a demand from said client, setting up the 
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providing schedule of said contents based on said providing schedule time data received 
at said step of receiving providing schedule time data, setting up the upper limitation of 
the number of said contents to be provided at one time and detecting the fact that said 
number of said contents to be provided at one time at said given providing schedule time 
based on said providing schedule set up by said providing schedule setup means reaches 
the upper limitation value, and notifying said information processing device of the 
unavailability of a reservation at said providing schedule time over said network when 
the upper limitation value reached is detected at said step of detecting not used in to a 
content providing method comprising the steps of, securing the exclusive storage area 
from which a plurality of contents stored there are retrieved and recognizing the time 
when a client makes a demand for said contents from content storing and providing 
means over said network, judging the kind of a content to be provided in a time schedule 
frame meeting said time demanded based on a providing schedule set up to provide said 
plural kinds of contents in a given time schedule frame one by one, and providing said 
content of the kind judged at said step of judging the kind of a content to said client 
through said content storing and providing means over said network; OR, stated another 
way a program storage medium by which to let a content providing device perform a 
program comprising the steps of, securing the exclusive storage area from which a 
plurality of contents stored there are retrieved and recognizing the time when a client 
makes a demand for said contents from content storing and providing means over said 
network, judging the kind of a content to be provided in a time schedule frame meeting 
said time demanded based on a providing schedule set up to provide said plural kinds of 
contents in a given time schedule frame one by one, and providing said content of the 
kind judged at said step of judging the kind of a content to said client through said 
content storing and providing means over said network not claimed in Group II. 

30. Inventions VI and III are related as subcombinations disclosed as useable together in 
a single combination. The subcombinations are distinct from each other if they are 
shown to be separately useable. In this instant case invention of Group VI has separate 
utility such as in a content reservation control method comprising the steps of, receiving 
providing schedule time data indicating the providing schedule time of said contents 
supplied by the content storing and providing means for once storing contents supplied 
from an information processing device in the exclusive storage area secured for an 
individual person and providing said contents to clients over a network after retrieving 
them responding to a demand from said client, setting up the providing schedule of said 
contents based on said providing schedule time data received at said step of receiving 
providing schedule time data, setting up the upper limitation of the number of said 
contents to be provided at one time and detecting the fact that said number of said 
contents to be provided at one time at said given providing schedule time based on said 
providing schedule set up by said providing schedule setup means reaches the upper 
limitation value, and notifying said information processing device of the unavailability of 
a reservation at said providing schedule time over said network when the upper limitation 
value reached is detected at said step of detecting; OR, stated another way a program 
storage medium with which to let a content providing device perform a program 
comprising the steps of, receiving providing schedule time data indicating the providing 
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schedule time of said contents supplied by the content storing and providing means for 
once storing contents supplied from an information processing device in the exclusive 
storage area secured for an individual person and providing said contents to a client over 
a network after retrieving them responding to a demand from said client, setting up the 
providing schedule of said contents based on said providing schedule time data received 
at said step of receiving providing schedule time data, setting up the upper limitation of 
the number of said contents to be provided at one time and detecting the fact that said 
number of said contents to be provided at one time at said given providing schedule time 
based on said providing schedule set up by said providing schedule setup means reaches 
the upper limitation value, and notifying said information processing device of the 
unavailability of a reservation at said providing schedule time over said network when 
the upper limitation value reached is detected at said step of detecting not used in a 
content providing device comprising, content storing and providing means for storing a 
content supplied from a first information processing device in the exclusive storage area 
placed for the public and for providing said content to a second information processing 
device over a network after reading said content from said exclusive storage area 
responding to a demand from said second information processing device, and control 
means for performing a control in a way that a plurality of the first information 
processing devices share said exclusive storage area placed in said content storing and 
providing means for the public; OR, stated another way a content providing system 
comprising, a first information processing device to supply contents, a second 
information processing device which makes a demand for said contents and which 
receives a supply of said contents matching said demand, and a content providing device 
for storing said contents supplied from said first information processing device and for 
providing said contents to said second information processing device over a network after 
reading said contents responding to said demand from said second information 
processing device, wherein said content providing device comprising, content storing and 
providing means for storing said contents supplied from said first information processing 
devices in the exclusive storage area placed for the public and for providing said contents 
to said second information processing device over said network after reading said 
contents from said exclusive storage area responding to a demand from said second 
information processing device, and control means for performing a control in a way that 
said plurality of first information processing devices share said exclusive storage area 
placed in said content storing and providing means for the public as claimed in Group III. 

3 1 . Inventions VI and IV are related as subcombinations disclosed as useable together in 
a single combination. The subcombinations are distinct from each other if they are 
shown to be separately useable. In this instant case invention of Group VI has separate 
utility such as in a content reservation control method comprising the steps of, receiving 
providing schedule time data indicating the providing schedule time of said contents 
supplied by the content storing and providing means for once storing contents supplied 
from an information processing device in the exclusive storage area secured for an 
individual person and providing said contents to clients over a network after retrieving 
them responding to a demand from said client, setting up the providing schedule of said 
contents based on said providing schedule time data received at said step of receiving 
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providing schedule time data, setting up the upper limitation of the number of said 
contents to be provided at one time and detecting the fact that said number of said 
contents to be provided at one time at said given providing schedule time based on said 
providing schedule set up by said providing schedule setup means reaches the upper 
limitation value, and notifying said information processing device of the unavailability of 
a reservation at said providing schedule time over said network when the upper limitation 
value reached is detected at said step of detecting; OR, stated another way a program 
storage medium with which to let a content providing device perform a program 
comprising the steps of, receiving providing schedule time data indicating the providing 
schedule time of said contents supplied by the content storing and providing means for 
once storing contents supplied from an information processing device in the exclusive 
storage area secured for an individual person and providing said contents to a client over 
a network after retrieving them responding to a demand from said client, setting up the 
providing schedule of said contents based on said providing schedule time data received 
at said step of receiving providing schedule time data, setting up the upper limitation of 
the number of said contents to be provided at one time and detecting the fact that said 
number of said contents to be provided at one time at said given providing schedule time 
based on said providing schedule set up by said providing schedule setup means reaches 
the upper limitation value, and notifying said information processing device of the 
unavailability of a reservation at said providing schedule time over said network when 
the upper limitation value reached is detected at said step of detecting not used in a 
content providing method comprising the steps of, storing contents supplied from a first 
information processing device in the exclusive storage area placed for the public and 
performing a control in such a way that said plurality of first information processing 
devices share said exclusive storage area in content storing and providing means to be 
provided to said second information processing device through a network after reading 
said contents from said storage area responding to a demand from the second information 
processing device, and providing said contents supplied from said plurality of first 
information processing devices through said exclusive storage area to said second 
information processing device over said network following the control content performed 
in said step of performing a control; OR, stated another way a program storage medium 
with which to let a content providing device execute a program comprising the steps of, 
storing contents supplied from a first information processing device in the exclusive 
storage area placed for the public and performing a control in such a way that said 
plurality of first information processing devices share said exclusive storage area in 
content storing and providing means to be provided to said second information 
processing device through a network after reading said contents from said storage area 
responding to a demand from the second information processing device, and providing 
said contents supplied from said plurality of first information processing devices through 
said exclusive storage area to said second information processing device over said 
network following the control content performed in said step of performing a control as 
claimed in Group IV. 

32. Inventions VI and V are related as subcombinations disclosed as useable together in 
a single combination. The subcombinations are distinct from each other if they are 
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shown to be separately useable. In this instant case invention of Group VI has separate 
utility such as in a content reservation control method comprising the steps of, receiving 
providing schedule time data indicating the providing schedule time of said contents 
supplied by the content storing and providing means for once storing contents supplied 
from an information processing device in the exclusive storage area secured for an 
individual person and providing said contents to clients over a network after retrieving 
them responding to a demand from said client, setting up the providing schedule of said 
contents based on said providing schedule time data received at said step of receiving 
providing schedule time data, setting up the upper limitation of the number of said 
contents to be provided at one time and detecting the fact that said number of said 
contents to be provided at one time at said given providing schedule time based on said 
providing schedule set up by said providing schedule setup means reaches the upper 
limitation value, and notifying said information processing device of the unavailability of 
a reservation at said providing schedule time over said network when the upper limitation 
value reached is detected at said step of detecting; OR, stated another way a program 
storage medium with which to let a content providing device perform a program 
comprising the steps of, receiving providing schedule time data indicating the providing 
schedule time of said contents supplied by the content storing and providing means for 
once storing contents supplied from an information processing device in the exclusive 
storage area secured for an individual person and providing said contents to a client over 
a network after retrieving them responding to a demand from said client, setting up the 
providing schedule of said contents based on said providing schedule time data received 
at said step of receiving providing schedule time data, setting up the upper limitation of 
the number of said contents to be provided at one time and detecting the fact that said 
number of said contents to be provided at one time at said given providing schedule time 
based on said providing schedule set up by said providing schedule setup means reaches 
the upper limitation value, and notifying said information processing device of the 
unavailability of a reservation at said providing schedule time over said network when 
the upper limitation value reached is detected at said step of detecting not used in a 
content providing device comprising, content storing and providing means for once 
storing contents supplied from an information processing device in the exclusive storage 
area secured for an individual person and for providing said contents to a client over a 
network after retrieving them responding to a demand from said client, providing 
schedule setup means for receiving providing schedule time data indicating the providing 
schedule time for said contents over said network and for setting up a providing schedule 
for said contents based on the said providing schedule time data, and control means for 
setting up the upper limitation of the number of said contents to be provided at one time 
and for notifying said information processing device over said network that a reservation 
is impossible at said providing schedule time when it is detected that the number of said 
contents to be provided at one time at said given providing schedule time based on said 
providing schedule reaches said upper limitation value; OR, stated another way a content 
providing system comprising, an information processing device that supplies contents 
and providing schedule time data indicating a providing schedule time of said contents, 
and a content providing device that stores said contents supplied from said information 
processing device and that provides said contents to clients over said network at said 
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providing schedule time suitable for said providing schedule time data, wherein said 
content providing device comprising, content storing and providing means for once 
storing contents supplied from an information processing device in the exclusive storage 
area secured for an individual person and for providing said contents to a client over a 
network after retrieving it responding to a demand from said client, providing schedule 
setup means for receiving providing schedule time data indicating the providing schedule 
time for said contents over said network and for setting up a providing schedule for said 
contents based on the said providing schedule time data, and control means for setting up 
the upper limitation of the number of said contents to be provided at one time and for 
notifying said information processing device over said network that a reservation is 
impossible at said providing schedule time when it is detected that the number of said 
contents to be provided at one time at said given providing schedule time based on said 
providing schedule reaches said upper limitation value as claimed in Group V. 

33. An undue burden would be placed upon examiner since the search each Group would 
be in classes and subclasses not required for the other Groups. 

34. Because these inventions are independently distinct from each other for the reasons 
given above and because they have acquired a separate status in the art as shown by their 
different classification and their recognized divergent subject matter and the search for 
each Group is not required for the other Group restriction for examination purposes as 
indicated is proper. 

35. Applicant is advised that the response to this requirement to be complete must 
include an election of the invention to be examined even though the requirement be 
traversed. 

36. The applicant is also advised that the response must be submitted to the Office 
within ONE [1] Month or 30 days whichever is longest. 

38. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Robert B. Harrell whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
9692. The examiner can normally be reached Monday thru Friday from 5:30 am to 2:00 
pm and on weekends from 6:00 am to 12 noon Eastern Standard Time. 

38. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful the examiner's 
supervisor Jack B. Harvey can be reached on (703) 308-9705. The fax phone numbers 
for the Group are (703) 746-7238 for After-Final (703) 746-7239 for Official Papers and 
(703) 746-7240 for Non-Official and Draft papers. 

39. Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephope number is (703) 



305-9600. 




ROBERTS. HARRELL 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



